
Welcome to Sixth Grade!

Rising sixth-graders are required to read at least three books this summer.
Developing strong reading skills requires consistent practice. Reading
throughout the summer enables students to retain gains they made in
comprehension and writing. Choose books that inspire and interest you!

Remember during poetry month when we virtually visited Emily Dickinson’s
home and museum?  She wrote a poem called, There is No Frigate Like a Book.
This poem starts with a line that compares a book to a big ship or frigate. This
poem goes on to remind us of the lands we can visit, characters we can meet,
and adventures we can experience through the journey of reading a great book.
Just like taking a trip on a boat or a vacation on a plane, books can bring us to
new places. We can even time travel to places in the past or imagine places of
the future!

The required summer reading selection is Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed



This  book was on the New York Times Bestseller List for Children’s Middle
Grade Books last spring.

Assignment Choices: Summer Reading is not a contest. Please opt for an
assignment that provides an appropriate challenge for you and fits into your
family’s summer plans.  The most important thing is for you to be reading!

Google Slide Book Review: Create a book review of Amal Unbound. Be sure to
include information about the author (visit the author’s website),  characters,
setting, story.  Include your opinions and feelings about the book. Are you
giving it two thumbs up? Would your friends like this book? Let us know!
5 slide minimum and 8 slide maximum

Journal Entries: Keep a journal recording your reflections of what you have read
in Amal Unbound. 5 Journal Entries of one paragraph each.  You may add doodles,
drawings or art to your work (not required). THIS assignment works well for traveling
students without tech options this summer. Everyone can travel with a notebook, a pen and
3 books.

Did you have a connection to any of the feelings the main character expressed?
When did you feel empathy for Amal? Were you surprised by something? Did
this book get you thinking? Share your thoughts, reflections and ideas. Can you
make any connections to other books you have read?

Video Book Talk: Create a video discussion of Amal Unbound. Tell readers what
you thought about the book, the story, the characters. Make sure to hold up the
book for the camera! 2-5 minutes maximum.

OR

Book Report: You may write a traditional book report.
Keep it simple:
Cover page:  include your name, date, book title and author  (artwork is optional)
Introduction: include facts about the book like:
When was it published? What genre is the book? Name the author and mention
some facts about the author. (visit author website for information)
Has this book won any awards? Was it made into a movie or television show?



3 to 4  body paragraphs: include information about the protagonist aka main
character like:
Name, age, characteristics (Are they brave? Smart? Kind?) Setting? Surprises?

Does the main character have a goal? What is it? Is something or someone
making it hard for the main character (identify the antagonist) to reach their
goal? Is there a lesson in this story? Is there something that happens that
causes a big change? Are there any symbols? Does the main character change
from the beginning of the book to the end of the book? What do you think ?

Conclusion: include your opinions: Did you like the book?  Why or why not?
Did it remind you of another book you have read in the past?  Do you
recommend it to other students?

This assignment is for students seeking a challenge. As I stated earlier: Summer Reading is not a
contest! The important thing is that you read 3  books and complete an assignment that is
comfortable for you and your family in the scope of your summer plans. Any of the four options
executed well is su�cient.

Summer Reading List for rising Sixth Graders
Please keep a record of the books you have read over the summer! Some of
you may read way more than the three required books. I want to know what
books you are enjoying this summer. The following list includes books I am
recommending. I am open to having students read books they choose as well.
The important thing is that you are reading!

Fantasy Fiction

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan (Or any of the Percy Jackson Series books)
Percy Jackson is a teen with super powers and big challenges. Read about his
run-ins with the gods of Mount Olympus. Take a wild and adventurous ride to
solve a mystery  and overcome obstacles...like monsters and other fantastic
beings!

Winner of MANY awards and New York Times Bestseller List

Science Fiction/Fantasy Fiction
The Giver Lois Lowry  (Newbery Award winner and many more)
What seems like a utopian society is soon exposed to be a bit of a nightmare in
this thought-provoking futuristic tale. When a twelve-year-old becomes a
keeper of memories in a perfect world he learns so much more than he



bargained for when he agreed to the journey. Spoiler alert: some super sad and
disturbing  parts.

Mystery
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen  (2003 Newbery Award winner)
When Roy Eberhardt becomes the new kid (AGAIN!), he finds the routine at
Trace Middle School is pretty much the same as at all his other schools. Roy
eats alone, has no friends and meets a new bully named Dana. Find out how
Roy happens onto the trail of the mysterious running boy and how his curiosity
takes him on a new journey.

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by  Dusti Bowling
Although Aven Green loved to make up tall tales about how she lost her arms,
the reality is she was born without them. After moving across the country and
beginning at a new school, she fears having to answer a ton of  questions about
her arms. When she bonds with her new classmate, Connor, she embarks on an
adventure that causes her to face her fears and discovers strengths she didn’t
even know she had.

Historical Fiction
When My Name was Keoko by Linda Sue Park
Sun-Hee and her older brother Tae-yul live in Korea with their family. Once
Korea is occupied by Japanese forces, the family and children see their lives
transform in incredible ways. Journey full circle with these resilient characters
and learn about an important period in Korean history.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick
This  2008 Caldecott Medal winner is a unique book that includes the elements
of a picture book, graphic novel, and flip book. It has a cinematic feel and
provides the reader with a gripping story of adventure in Paris during a time
long ago. Some adversity and sadness are included in this tale of a 12 year-old
boy with a great talent for anything mechanical.

Novel-in-Verse
Booked by Kwame Alexander  (2016 National Book Award Longlist)
Newbery-winning author Kwame Alexander  tackles sports, family, love and
friendship in this follow-up to The Crossover. Nick, a twelve-year-old soccer
player goes through many relatable middle-school challenges. As the story



unfolds Nick gains strength and builds relationships while coping with
everything that is thrown at him both on and o� the field.

Forget Me Not by Ellie Terry
Calliope June has  moved a lot. Just as she is getting settled and making friends,
her mom springs another surprise move on Calliope. Oh, by the way, she is also
dealing with Tourette’s Syndrome and her first crush.

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (2014 National Book Award
Winner, Coretta Scott King Award, Newbery Honor Book, NAACP Award)
This award-winning novel in free verse o�ers a perspective of what it was like
to grow up in the 1960’s and 1970’s in both the North and the South. The
perspective of a young African American voice eloquently describing the
struggles of living within the shadow of the Jim Crow era and the emergence of
the civil rights movement.

Realistic Fiction
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper (New York Times Bestseller List for 2 years)
Eleven-year-old Melody is the smartest kid in her entire school but nobody
knows it. Melody has a photographic memory and cerebral palsy which makes
it impossible for her to show what she knows. Everything changes when she
finds her” voice.”

Classic Books
Little Women Louisa May Alcott
The Call of the Wild Jack London
Anne of Green Gables Lucy Maud Montgomery

The Swiss Family Robinson Johann David Wyss
A Wrinkle in Time Madeleine L’Engle

Humorous Fiction
Big Nate: In a Class by Himself: Big Nate Book 1 by Lincoln Peirce or any of the Big
Nate Books

EngiNerds by Jarrett Lerner
Greeeg is a robot that shows up on twelve-year-old Kennedy’s doorstep in a
beat-up box. The games begin when Greeeg assembles himself and begins
eating everything in sight! Read how this super-nerdy smart group of friends
ends up battling a gang of hungry robots in this hilarious tale.



Fiction
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Winner of a Golden Kite Award and nominee for  a Goodreads Choice Award,
this outstanding  book has resonance in today’s world and combines a ghost
story with the very real issues faced by African Americans in today’s society.

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
Ivan is a gorilla who lives in a circus-themed mall that has seen better days.
When newcomer Ruby, a baby elephant moves in, Ivan is inspired to make sure
she has a better life.
Newbery Award Winner, 2013

and/or

The One and Only Bob by Katherine Applegate

Pax by Sara Pennypacker
Pax and Peter have been inseparable since Peter rescued him as a kit. One day
something unimaginable happens that changes everything. Spoiler Alert: Some
sad parts.

Non-Fiction
Within Reach: My Everest Story by Mark Pfetzer and Jack Galvin
Sixteen-year-old Mark Pfetzer writes about his experiences as the youngest
person to attempt to climb Mount Everest. This is a suspenseful story  of a
unique adventure.

Uncommon Champions: Fifteen Athletes Who Battled Back by Mary Kaminsky and
Bobby Valentine  A look at courageous athletes who overcame adversity and
found success.

The Red Bandana (Young Readers’ Adaptation) by Tom Rinaldi  An inspirational
story of  compassion,  generosity and heroism.

Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly Learn about the
women who were responsible for the mathematics that fueled the success of
our greatest aeronautic successes.



Read as many books as you wish this summer! Feel free to share your reading
accomplishments with me when you return in September! I encourage each of
you to find some time to write over the summer, although it is not a
requirement beyond the assignment. I’d be happy to read any vacation
journals, short stories or comics you write this summer! Becoming a strong
reader and writer requires practice. If you are a dancer, athlete or musician,
you know what kind of practice time it takes to be really successful and
improve your skills. The same is true for reading and writing. Enjoy your
vacation!  Happy summer reading!

I am so happy to have all of you in my classes next year!

Have a terrific summer!
Xo Mrs. Lynch

Attached please find my writing process reminder sheet.
As much as possible, try to incorporate this process into your writing practice.



The Writing Process

Prewriting
Step 1

Select a Topic-Brainstorm, Cluster/Mind
Map
Collect Facts - Take Notes
Brainstorm - Make Charts or  Diagrams
Organize Ideas - Graphic Organizers &
Outlines

Drafting
Step 2

Organize your ideas into sentences
and paragraphs. Write freely and
don’t get “stuck” trying to say it
perfectly: just say it!

Revising
Step 3

Reviewing a piece of writing and
making changes.

Make sure ideas and facts are clearly
organized and accurate.
Make sure you chose the BEST
vocabulary words for the piece.

A DD - DETAILS, TRANSITIONS,
INTERESTING WORDS,

EVIDENCE, DESCRIPTIONS

R EMOVE - EXTRA  INFO &
WORDS THAT DON’T
MAKE SENSE

M OVE - WORDS AND
SENTENCES FOR
BETTER ORDER.

S UBSTITUTE -
BORING WORDS FOR INTERESTING
WORDS
NEW WORDS FOR OVERUSED WORDS

Editing
Step 4
Checking for any grammar or
spelling errors and making sure that
each sentence makes sense.

C APITALIZATION
O ORDER
P UNCTUATION
S PELLING

Publish Step 5 FINAL DRAFT
SHARING YOUR PIECE WITH READER




