
Welcome to Fifth Grade!
Here is the list of choices for your summer reading. There are book selections from
many genres and di�erent reading levels, so it will be easy for you to find books  you
will enjoy reading.

As an incoming fifth grader you will be responsible for reading at least two books over
the summer.  Your required book is Front Desk by Kelly Yang. This book has been
chosen for all rising fifth graders to read. As an incoming fifth grader you will be
responsible for reading at least two books over the summer.

Please select an assignment from the list below for the REQUIRED book only.

● Assignment Choices: Summer Reading is not a contest. Please opt for an
assignment that provides an appropriate challenge for you and fits into your
family’s summer plans.  The most important thing is to READ!

Google Slide Book Review: Create a book review of Front Desk. Be sure to include
information about the author (visit the author’s website), characters, setting,
and story.  Include your opinions and feelings about the book. Are you giving it
two thumbs up? Would your friends enjoy this book? Let me know!
3  slide minimum and 6  slide maximum



Journal Entries: Keep a journal recording your reflections of what you have read
in Front Desk. 3  Journal Entries of one paragraph each.  You may add doodles, drawings
or art to your work (not required). THIS assignment works well for traveling students
without tech options this summer. Everyone can travel with a notebook, a pen and 2 books.
Some ideas for your Journal entries…
Did you have a connection to any of the feelings the main character expressed?
When did you feel empathy for the main character? Were you surprised by
something? Did this book get you thinking? Share your thoughts, reflections
and ideas. Can you make any connections to other books you have read? Can
you make a connection to something that happened in real life?

Video Book Talk: Create a video book review of Front Desk. Tell readers what you
thought about the book, the story, and the characters. Make sure to hold up the
book for the camera! 2-4 minutes maximum.

Book Report: You may write a traditional book report. Keep it simple:
Cover page:  include your name, date, book title and author  (artwork is optional)

Introduction: include facts about the book like:
When was it published?
What genre is the book?
Name the author and mention some facts about the author
(visit author website for information).
Has this book won any awards?
Was it made into a movie or television show?

2 or 3 body paragraphs: include information about the main character like:
Name, age, characteristics (Are they brave? Smart? Kind?)
Setting? Surprises?
Does the main character have a goal? What is it?
Is something or someone making it hard for the main

character to meet their goal?
Is there a lesson in this story?
Is there something that happens that causes a big change?
Are there any symbols? Does the main character change
from the beginning of the book to the end of the book?
What do you think ?



Conclusion: include your opinions:
Did you like the book?  Why or why not? Did it remind you of
another book you have read in the past?  Do you recommend
it to other students?

This assignment is for students seeking a challenge. As I stated earlier: Summer Reading is not a
contest! The important thing is that you read 2 books and complete an assignment that is
comfortable for you and your family in the scope of your summer plans. Any of the four options
executed well is su�cient.

Choice Books: You may choose any books you'd like to read this summer.
Below is a list of books I am recommending. Please keep a record of all the
books you are reading this summer! I love to know what books you have
enjoyed!

Genre: Non-fiction
I Am Malala:  How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World [Young
Readers Edition] by Malala Yousafzai with Patricia McCormack
The autobiography of a girl who refused to keep quiet. When the Taliban took
over, she spoke up and almost paid the ultimate price.

Who Was Jackie Robinson? by Gail Herman and illustrated by John O’Brien
This biography is about a boy who always stood up for

himself and became a teenage sports superstar who changed the face of
baseball forever.

Who Is J.K. Rowling? by Pam Pollack and Meg Belviso and illustrated by Stephen
Marchesi  This is a book about a girl with a big imagination who stands up to
bullies. Read about how she  grows up to become the creator of the most
beloved boy wizard, the one and only,  Harry Potter!

Lives of Scientists: Experiments, Explosions (and What the Neighbors Thought) by
Kathleen Krull  The collective biography of history’s most noteworthy
scientists includes many interesting lesser known facts about the way they
lived.

The Red Bandanna (Young Readers’ Adaptation) by Tom Rinaldi
An inspirational story of  compassion,  generosity and heroism.



Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly    Learn about
the women who were responsible for the mathematics that fueled the success
of our greatest aeronautic successes.

Genre:  Historical Fiction
Old Yeller by Fred Gipson  This classic children’s novel and 1957 Newbery
Honor winner tells the tale of an old yellow dog that is also a yeller. At first
Travis is not a fan of the dog but through the story he comes to love Old Yeller.
Spoiler alert: This is a tear jerker.

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer Holm .  This story takes place in 1935.
Eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay with family far from home when her
mother gets a new job.

Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar  Ruthie moves to Queens from Cuba and is
adjusting well to her new life in NYC. When her father gets a new car,
everything changes for Ruthie in this story of family, love and resilience set in
the 1960’s.

Genre: Humorous Fiction
EngiNerds by Jarrett Lerner
Greeeg is a robot that shows up on twelve-year-old Kennedy’s doorstop in a
beat-up box. The games begin when Greeeg assembles himself and begins
eating everything in sight! Read how these super-nerdy smart group of friends
end up battling a gang of hungry robots in this hilarious tale.

Space Case by Stuart Gibbs- This funny murder mystery is set on the moon!
Join twelve=year=old Dash and his friends aka Lunarnauts or Moonies as they
investigate the death  of  Moon Base Alpha’s top scientists Dr. Holtz. Most
Moonies believe it was an accident but Dash and friends know more about this
mysterious situation

Genre: Fiction
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper  A fifth-grader with both a brilliant mind and
serious physical disability finds a way to speak for the first time using a
technological device. Once she can communicate, her whole world changes.



Krista Kim-Bop by Angela Ahn
“I encourage you to read all di�erent kinds of books about all di�erent kinds of
people. I promise ---you’ll grow a bigger kinder heart.” Angela Ahn
This book about friendship and how it changes is perfect for readers who love a
little “middle school drama mixed with the challenges of growing up in a
multicultural home.

Genre: Science/Fantasy Fiction
Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of Hypnotism (Molly Moon Series) by Georgia Byng
A tale of the adventures of a down-and-out orphan who hypnotizes her way to
new and exciting opportunities.

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan (Or any of the Percy Jackson Series books)
Percy Jackson is a teen with super powers and big challenges. Read about his
run-ins with the gods of Mount Olympus. Take a wild and adventurous ride to
solve  mysteries and overcome obstacles...like monsters and other fantastic
beings!
Winner of MANY awards and a New York Times Bestseller

Matilda by Roald Dahl  or any other books by Roald Dahl

Genre:  Mystery
Nancy Drew Mysteries - Readers Choice
Hardy Boys Mysteries -  Readers Choice

Read as many books as you wish this summer! Feel free to share your reading
accomplishments with me when you return in September! I encourage each of
you to find some time to write over the summer, although it is not a
requirement beyond the assignment. I’d be happy to read any vacation
journals, short stories or comics you write this summer! Becoming a strong
reader and writer requires practice. If you are a dancer, athlete or musician,
you know what kind of practice time it takes to be really successful and
improve your skills. The same is true for reading and writing. Enjoy your
vacation!  Happy summer reading!

I’m so excited about having all of you in my classes next year!
Have a fantastic summer!

Mrs. Lynch


