
Welcome to Sixth Grade!
As an incoming sixth grader you will be responsible for reading at least TWO books over
the summer. Your REQUIRED book is Wink by Rob Harrell. You may choose your second
book from the list on the next few pages. However, if you have a book in mind that you
would like to read that is NOT on the list, go for it! Please make sure you choose a second
book that you have not already read!

Wink by Rob Harrell
Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want to
lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who
don't know what to say to "the cancer kid." But with his recent diagnosis of
a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the table.

Please select an assignment from the list below for the REQUIRED book only.
● Google Slides Book Review:Include information about the characters, setting, problem,

and plot. Discuss your thoughts and opinions on the book. How many stars out of 5
would you award it? Would you recommend it to a classmate? Were you able to
connect to the book in any way?

● Video Book Talk: Make a video book review. Include information about the characters,
setting, problem, and plot. Discuss your thoughts and opinions on the book. How many
stars out of 5 would you award it? Would you recommend it to a classmate? Were
you able to connect to the book in any way?

● Journal Entry Reflections:Keep a journal recording your reflections of what you have
read. 3 Journal Entries total. Did you have a connection to any of the feelings the
main character expressed? When did you feel empathy for the main character? Were
you surprised by something? Did this book get you thinking? Can you make any
connections to other books you have read? Can you make a connection to something
that has happened in real life?

● Book report: Include a cover page with your name, book title, and author. Include facts
about the book like When was it published? What genre is the book? Mention some
facts about the author. Has this book won any awards? Was the book made into a
movie or television show?
Include character traits, setting, conflict, lesson or message in the story. Include your
opinions: Did you like the book? Why or why not? Did it remind you of another book



you have read in the past? Do you recommend it to your classmates?

Suggested Book Choices:
Fiction

The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman
When Viji and her sister, Rukku, whose developmental disability makes her
overly trusting and vulnerable to the perils of the world, run away to live
on their own, the situation could not be more grim. Life on the streets of
the teeming city of Chennai is harsh for girls considered outcasts, but the
sisters manage to find shelter on an abandoned bridge. There they befriend
Muthi and Arul, two boys in a similar predicament, and the four children
bond together and form a family of sorts. They are often hungry and

scared but they have each other. When the kids are forced from their safe haven on the
bridge, they take shelter in a graveyard. It is now the rainy season and they are plagued by
mosquitos, and Rukku and Muthu fall ill. As their symptoms worsen, Viji and Arul must
decide whether to risk going for help.

Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds
Jason Reynolds explores ten tales (one per block) about what happens
after the dismissal bell rings, showing all the different directions kids’
walks home can take.

Those Kids from Fawn Creekby Erin Entrada Kelly
There are twelve kids in the seventh grade at Fawn Creek Middle School.
They’ve been together all their lives. And in this small factory town where
everyone knows everything about everyone, that’s not necessarily a great
thing. When Orchid Mason arrives, the other seventh graders don’t know
what to think. Orchid—who was born in New York City but just moved to
Fawn Creek from Paris—seems to float. Fawn Creek Middle might be small,
but it has its tightly knit groups—the self-proclaimed “God Squad,” the jocks,

the outsiders—just like anyplace else. Who will claim Orchid Mason? Who will save Orchid
Mason? Or will Orchid Mason save them?



The Last Cuentista by Donna Barba Higuera
Earth has been destroyed by a comet, and only a few hundred scientists
and their children – among them Petra and her family – have been chosen
to journey to a new planet. They are the ones who must carry on the
human race. Petra and her family embark on an interstellar trip to another
habitable planet. Hundreds of years later, Petra wakes to this new planet –
and discovers that she is the only person who remembers Earth. The
memories of all aboard the ship to the new planet have been erased.

Daughter of the Deepby Rick Riordan
Ana Dakkar is a freshman at Harding-Pencroft Academy, a five-year high
school that graduates the best marine scientists, naval warriors,
navigators, and underwater explorers in the world. Ana's parents died while
on a scientific expedition two years ago, and the only family she has left is
her older brother, Dev, also a student at HP. Ana's freshman year
culminates with the class's weekend trial at sea, the details of which have
been kept secret. She only hopes she has what it'll take to succeed. All her

worries are blown out of the water when, on the bus ride to the ship, Ana and her
schoolmates witness a terrible tragedy that will change the trajectory of their lives.

Nonfiction
The Red Bandanna (Young Readers Adaptation) by Tom Rinaldi
Welles Crowther did not see himself as a hero. He was just an ordinary kid
who played sports, volunteered at his local fire department, and eventually
headed off to college and then Wall Street to start a career. Throughout it
all, he always kept a red bandanna in his pocket, a gift from his father. On
September 11, 2001, Welles was working on the 104th floor of the South
Tower of the World Trade Center when the Twin Towers were attacked.
That day, Welles made a fearless choice and saved many lives. The

survivors didn’t know his name, but one of them remembered a single detail clearly: the
man was wearing a red bandanna.



Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
The stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and
Christine Darden, four African-American female mathematicians at NASA,
are brought to life. They helped achieve some of the greatest moments in
our space program.


